BOOK LEVELING Q & A

Why is book leveling a priority in our system?
It’s an effective strategy that encourages children to read independently.  It allows students to develop reading at their own rate.  
Why doesn’t RAD provide teachers with a reading level?

RAD measures reading comprehension and strategies.  The information from RAD improves instruction and provides your students with the skills necessary to become effective readers.  
Can I level the RAD stories?

Taking a look at the NESD book leveling criteria, you can probably get an idea of the level the stories are at.  Although these stories are not in a “book” format, you can get a feel for what level the story is at.  If students are “fully meeting expectations” in the RAD assessment in all the criteria, they are probably reading at the following book levels.  This information is determined on the NESD criteria, not by the creators of RAD.  
	Grade 1 Initial:  Getting Together 
	Level 3/4

	Grade 1 Final:  A Surprise
	Level 10

	Grade 2 Initial:  A Special Bug
	Level 12/13

	Grade 2 Final:  A Lovable Creature
	Level 16

	Grade 3 Initial:  A Ride in the Sky
	Level 17/18

	Grade 3 Final:  The Same or Different
	Level 21


What is the purpose of book leveling?  
Book leveling is a strategy that can be used in a number of ways to encourage children to read independently and fluently.  Teachers may use book leveling in guided reading, home-school reading programs, and/or independent reading.
How do we level books?  
Utilize the books that are already in your grade 1-3 classrooms.  Begin by using the lists that are provided by the NESD, to give you an idea of the types of books that fit certain levels.  Then begin sorting books using the NESD book leveling criteria that is posted on Curriculum Corner.   Books should be stored in leveled containers or banker/cardboard boxes.  The containers must be easily accessible and durable for children to access the books.
Do all schools need to level the books the same?  
No, but we should be somewhat close to the NESD Book Leveling Criteria.  For example, it would not make sense to have the same book at a level 1 in one school and at another school at a level 5, but you could have the same book at a level 3 at one school and at another school at a level 4.   
What can we use as benchmarks?  
Any book or published program (i.e. Fountas & Pinnell) can be used to bench mark.   As long as you are completing a running record and asking varying levels of comprehension questions.  Utilizing the RAD format of questioning may be a great start to creating your own level of questioning.  Be cautious that the questions are at varying degrees.  For example, we want students to answer “right there” questions, and questions that are “think, search, find”, “between the author and me” or “in my head” type questions.

What if students move to another school and their levels don’t match up?  

First off, the leveling shouldn’t be too out of whack, and secondly, the entering school should do a quick running record and comprehension check and be able to level the student.  

Should book leveling be consistent within a school?
 Yes, this will build for better transition of students, and sharing of resources.
Should leveling be consistent within the division? 
Ideally, but near to impossible based on the variety of books each school has and based on the leveling that has already been completed.  We should strive to be as close as possible.  

How many books should we have at each level?

This depends on the class size, but approximately 20-30 books per level is a good start.  
Do we need to use the correlation chart?

The correlation chart is a guide to get you started.  The data has been compiled by publishers that have correlated their levels with levels of other publishers.  You need to use your professional discretion and the NESD criteria.  Not always will the correlation chart match up with the NESD criteria.  Make your best judgment.  Plus or minus a level is not a big deal.

Can students read the same book twice?

Absolutely.  We want students to build confidence, and often reading a book several times improves their confidence.

How can our school get started?

Develop a plan.  Contact the Early Learning Coordinator to assist with the plan.  Talk to your administrator.  Purchase containers.  Make labels.  Contact volunteers to help.  Compile your books in a central location.  Set a date(s) to level the books.  Determine a system of borrowing and returning the books.   Establish a budget of books you need to purchase to enhance a level.  Purchase books.  Create an inventory of the books.  Determine your benchmark books.  Establish the running record forms and comprehension questions.  
When does book leveling need to be completed?

In 2010-2011, a plan should be put in place with your administrator.  In 2011 -2012 schools should begin the process of leveling books.  By 2012-2013 schools should be using book leveling as a strategy in their school and begin to develop benchmarks.  By fall of 2013, all schools will actualize the strategy of book leveling and submit data to the NESD.    
